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MCRC 2 Meter Net:

Join us every Tuesday night at 9PM for
the Motor City Radio Club 2 meter net
on the 147.24 PL 100 Wyandotte
Repeater, or use Echolink WYS8DOT-R.

CW (QMN) Traffic Nets:

Net Name MHz Days Time
Michigan Net 3563 SnF  18:30hrs
Michigan Net 3563 SnF  22:00hrs

Digital Traffic Nets:
Net Name MHz Days

Michigan 3583 Tue,
Digital Traffic Thurs,
Net (MIDTN) Sat.

Donds Dit hej

Thanksgiving has come and gone. | hope yours was good
wherever you spent it and no matter how many of you were
together. We have much to be thankful for here in America. \
can vote freely and express our views through our vote. We
currently a nation dszided politically, but no one is trying to tak
away our right to get on the air. We can express our views
without fear of censorship or worse.

This December we are looking forward to our annual Christrr
Pot Luck on the 4 There will be a brief meetg, but food is at
the top of our agenda in December. If you signed up to bring
dish, please do sdf you planto bringadishy R RA RY C
you can mention that on our net or do it online at:
http://mww.w8mrm.net/

Mentioning the net, some of us are hayg difficulty checking in.
Please contact one of your board members about your

concerns. We will try to help as best we can by suggestions
ideas about what might make it easier for you to be successf

December is a month of holidays. Wishing youlallthis
season with friends and family. May this Christmas bring pea
Ayi2 e2dzNJ fA@Sad LT &2dzNJ FI
you Peace also. May we all find success on the air this seast
whether UHF or VHF or HF.

See you at the Pot Lkc

Don, K8THU




Many of the operating stories
we read in the amateur
publications are about sea-
going brasspounders. This one
is about a brasspounder who
rode the rails. Back in the
summer of 1942, | was working
my shift at WAR in Washington
when an officer walked up
behind me and tapped me

38 [:FL:] July 1977

The saga of OId 1401 — first
radio communications from the
rolling White House, the presidential train

on the shoulder. He told me to
go pack my clothes for a trip to
a warm climate. That was how |
started as the first CW operator
at the White House.

| learned that the White
House had a Signal Corps
detachment that now had the
task of providing
communications on a

continuous basis between the
Presidential Train and the
White House. | believe this was
the first time such a thing had
been attempted in the United
States. The Washington end
was to be handled by the big
War Department communi-
cations center, WAR; the
remote end by the train plus
relays, when necessary, from
local stations along

the way.

My first trip on the
communications car, Old 1401,
was the second trial run for the
car. On this trip | went with the
detachment commander, Col.
Beasley; a radio operator
recently made a Lieutenant, Lt.
Greer; a civilian engineer from
the War Department named
Jack Kelleher; a radio
maintenance man named John
J. Moran; and a Secret Service
man named George J. McNally.
It is interesting to note that all
of us were amateur radio
operators. We went from
Washington, D.C. to New
Qrleans and returned with
our car in a regular passenger
train, coupled between two
baggage cars.

Old 1401 was a combine car.
That is, she was half baggage
and half passenger. She had
been built for the Baltimore
and Ohio Railroad in 1914. At
the time | first met her, all
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