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Don’s Ditherings 

Don K8THU 

MCRC President 

 

 

Upon our arrival at Centennial Farm, the trailer was already there. We began setup just after 2 in 

the field on the west end of the farm. The whole setup took hours in part because the tent W8MRM 

was using was a first-time setup for us. In addition, we set up two pop-up towers which supported 

both the 80 meter full wave loop and the 40 meter diamond loop. After those erections, we raised 

the crank-up tower which supported the tri-bander. Indeed, it was about 7 when we completed that 

station set-up. So, we did the only reasonable thing: we ate dinner. 

There was no time Friday to set up W8GTZ so on Saturday morning we planned that. At 10 AM, 

Woody and the other VEs found 6 applicants ready for examination. Five of them were wanting 

their technicians and one looked to upgrade from tech to general. The five looking to get their tech 

license were all successful. 

About 11AM efforts began under Jim’s, KD8HFX, direction to erect another pop-up for a 40 meter 

diamond. This antenna would be used for digital, phone and the SDR radio. All three modes were 

used successfully and attracted interest from a ham visiting from Peoria, IL.  

Thanks must first go to Bruce, AC8KD for co-chairing our event and then also handling the food. 

Secondly, Rick, KE8BPZ was our other co-chair. He purchased the tent used by W8MRM and 

donated it to the club. Stan, K8SB setup the antennas for W8MRM and was explaining to everyone 

what went where and why. John, N8KAM brought the trailer to our site on Thursday evening and 

was there to see that both stations had their rigs and computers. Jim, KD8HFX was the GTZ tent 

captain and knew more about the flex radio, the digital modes and the Yaesu 990 than anyone else 

present. 

Finally thanks to all of you who participated in our FD event. We needed all of you there to make it 

happen. W8MRM was on the air for the full 24 hours because of all of you. W8GTZ was on the air 

in digital and SDR and even phone because of the small cadre operating there. 

Thank you MCRC hams!!  Don, K8THU 

 

Field Day has come, and we survived and more. 

After expecting thunderstorms on both Saturday and 

Sunday, the weather turned instead to sun with low 

humidity. With low humidity, the mosquitoes never 

appeared. The actual event began with lunch at 

Mom’s at noon Friday attended by Stan, K8SB; 

Woody, N8MWQ: Bob, K8HV: Rick, KE8BPZ Renee; 

and Dale, WA8FRD. The county bridge was closed 

for inspection from 9-3 so when we left Mom’s we 

had to go to the pay bridge.  

 



P a g e  | 2 
 
 

  

 

 

 Motor City Radio Club General Membership meetings are held at 

the Copeland Center at 2306 4th Street in Wyandotte at 7pm. 

Meetings are the second Friday of each month, except there is no 

meetings in February and August.  August is the Club Picnic, and in 

February, there is the Annual Banquet. 
 

The club will have a booth this month at the Wyandotte Street Fair. 

We will be passing out information letting people know all about 

Amateur Radio and the Motor City Radio Club.  

Also available for fair attendees will be information on the upcoming 

Fall Technician Classes at the Wyandotte Bacon Library.  

The Fair runs from July 10th to July 13th, from 9am to 9pm each 

day. We will have Booth N7. This is in the "non-profit row" on 1st 

Street between Oak and Elm.  

There will be a handheld monitoring 147.240 simplex at the booth. 

If you would like to help promote our club, contact Mike W8MRA at 

w8mra1@gmail.com or just show up.  

  

 

 MCRC 2 Meter Net: 

Join us every Tuesday night at 9PM for the 

Motor City Radio Club 2 Meter net on the 

147.24 Wyandotte Repeater. 100 Hz tone. 

or use EchoLink WY8DOT-R. 

CW (QMN) Traffic Nets: 

Net Name MHz  Days  Time 

Michigan Net 3563 Sun-Sat 18:30 hrs 

Michigan Net 3563  Sun-Sat 22:00 hrs 

 

Digital Traffic Nets: 

Net Name    MHz Days Time/Mode 

Michigan Digital  3583 Tue, 20:00 hrs  

Traffic Net  Thurs, Olivia 

(MIDTN)  Sat. 8-500 

Southeast Michigan Traffic Net: 

2215 hours each night on the Spirit of 76 

repeater. 146.76 with a 100 Hz pl. 

 

2019 Field Day Pictures. 

 

 

Woody N8MWQ and 

Bruce AC8KD 

Don K8THU 

w8mra1@gmail.com
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Items to bring with you when taking the exams: 

$15.00 exam fee (Exact Amount Preferred) 

Number 2 Pencil 

An original of your current FCC license (if you have one) 

A copy of your current FCC license (if you have one) 

Two pieces of Identification (at least one photo) 

Your PayPal Receipt if you choose to pay online 

Your FRN number if you choose to pre-register 

 Although not mandatory, we strongly recommend you pre-register for your FRN number 

at: http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls to avoid using your Social Security number on the NCVEC QUICK-FORM 

605. 

Those interested can register for the exam ahead of time on the Motor City Radio Club's website. Go to 

w8mrm.net. Click on the "Operating and Events" tab on the top, then click on the exam announcement 

date. On that page, you can register for the exam and also pay beforehand using PayPal.  

Woody N8MWQ 

VE Liaison 

 

 

 

MOTOR CITY 

RADIO CLUB VE EXAMS 

 

  

Our next exam session will be held at 9 AM 

on Saturday, July 13th, 2019 at Community 

Bible Church 3700 Benson St. Trenton, MI.   

 

VE testing at 2019 Field Day Site 

 

 
A big thanks to Bruce AC8KD (left) for providing so 

much great food during Field Day. 

http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls
http://w8mrm.net/
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Motor City Radio Club  

June 2019 General Membership Meeting 

6/14/19 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Meeting called to order at 1906 hours. 

Roll Call. 

Recognition of guest Dwight Behm KC4ITU. 

Discussion of Field Day T-Shirt Cost. The cost for shirts was $9 more than first quoted. Shirts were purchased, 

 please give treasurer the extra money when able. 

Minutes of May 2019 meeting accepted as printed in Spark Gap. 

Treasurer's report accepted and submitted for audit. 

Education Bob K8HV: Fall classes set to start on September 7th. Kit building class will also be held if enough people 

 express an interest. 

Fox Hunting Bruce AC8KD: Next hunt set to go on June 15th. "Season is going great". 

Net Manager not present. 

Historian Bruce AC8KD. No new news. 

VE Report Woody N8MWQ: Next VE session at Field Day on June 22nd. The July VE session moved to Community 

 Bible Church due to the Wyandotte Street Fair. 

Spark Gap Mike W8MRA: Articles are welcome at any time. 

Webmaster Jim KD8HFX: Website going well. Members welcome to log into chat room during the net. Members 

 also welcome to post to the club's Facebook page. 

Librarian Ray KD8DPZ: Not present. 

Refreshments: Dale WA8FRD will bring donuts and coffee. Rick KE8BPZ will bring soda. 

Presentation of new member packet to Mick KE8IYA. Welcome to the club. 

New Business: Club will have a table at the Monroe swap. All members welcome to sell stuff there. 

Field Day update Bruce AC8KD and Rick KE8BPZ. 

Break for refreshments. 

Program: Cyber Security presented by Jim KD8HFX. 

50/50 Drawing: Congratulations Bob W8RFC. 

Meeting adjourned at 2133 hours. 
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  The Wyandotte Amateur Radio Repeater Association 

 maintains the repeater on 147.240. This group is all  

volunteer, and maintenance of the machine depends on  

contributions from users like you. If you use the machine,  

consider donating to the repeater fund. It's easy to do,  

just fill out the form below, clip and mail this form and  

your donation to the address on the form.  

Or give this form and your donation to any MCRC  

board member.  

 

Checks and money orders can be made  

to the: "WYANDOTTE AMATEUR RADIO REPEATER ASSOCIATION". 

 

 

 
Wyandotte Amateur Radio Repeater Association 

1885 Pinetree 

Trenton, Michigan 48183 
 

Name _______________________________________________________ Call _______________________ 

Address ________________________________________________________________________________ 

              ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Donation Amount _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mast crew at work from left to right: 

Don K8THU, Stan K8SB, Bob K8HV, Dale 

WA8FRD, Ed KE8DNZ and Bill KD8WTT. 

 

The welcome station is on the air at the 2019 

Motor City Radio Club Field Day site. 

Centennial Farm on Grosse Ile. 

 

The contesting station W8MRM 
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Some assembly required at the 

experimental station. 

Bruce AC8KD and Rick KE8BPZ hold 

the new garage walls while  

KD8HFX secures the roof. 

Bob W8RFC, Mike W8MRA and Bill KD8WTT 

Woody N8MWQ, Don K8THU and Bob K8HV 
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Fox Hunting 

Come and check out Foxhunting. Teams of "Hunters" 
using radio direction finding equipment try to sniff 
out the fox. Every one of the teams are trying to find 
the fox by figuring out where their radio signal is 
coming from. The winner is the team that finds the 
fox with least mileage. 

It’s a lot of great fun, and is a challenging contest. 

Transmitter hunting also has lots of practical uses. 

Amateur radio operators have been called on to use 

direction finding equipment to locate downed 

airplanes, boaters in distress, and sources of radio 

interference. It can also be used to find illegal and  

 

 

unlicensed radio transmitters. Hams use contests like fox hunting to test their equipment and practice 

their skills in preparation for more serious searches. 

Motor City Radio Club's Fox Hunts start at 1030 hours from the parking lot of the Riverview Leo's Coney 

Island at Fort and Sibley Road.  The Fox Hunts run once a month until October. Once you do it, you will be 

hooked. Before the hunt at 1030 hours, most meet for breakfast at 0900 at the same restaurant.  

    Here's a list of the Fox Hunt dates for 2019: 

May 25th - Congratulations to Bruce AC8KD for finding the elusive Fox. 

June 15th- Winner was Mike KE8AQW. Fine job. 

July 20th 

August 17th 

September 14th 

Season Finale October 19th. 

 

 

 

 

Here is a picture of the August 2018 Foxes  

Bob K8HV and Larry KE8HCD incognito at a parking 

structure in Dearborn, awaiting the hunters. 

 

MCRC Picnic and  

Meeting on 

August 10th 

 
 

Elizabeth Park in Trenton on Saturday August 10th 
at 13:00 Hrs.  
Talk in on the Wyandotte Repeater.  Listen in the 
morning on the repeater, in case it's a rainout, it 
will be announced.  Everyone welcome. Come by, 
bring a dish to pass, and enjoy food, fellowship and 
some great eyeball QSO's. 
 

 
Bob K8HV and Don K8THU at the 2018 Picnic 
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             Thank you to Kimball N8FNC for this article. 

 

1
st
 Fox Hunt 2019: 

 

On the morning of Saturday May 25
th

, 2019 members of Motor City Radio Club (MCRC) gathered at a local restaurant for a genial 

breakfast and general social conversation.  At 10:30, when breakfast was over, most adjourned to their vehicles, erected VHF (Very 

High Frequency) directional antennas, and prepared for their first ‘Fox Hunt’ of the season.   

 

Fox Hunting has a long tradition with Amateur Radio groups in which one of the group members, (the Fox) takes their mobile radio 

communications equipment to a nearby, but secrete location, and hides, often ‘in plain sight’ but, sometimes cleverly hidden from 

direct view by causal passersby.  This can add an extra challenge for those of the group who are the active ‘hunters’.  The Fox then 

transmits a specific signal, along with their unique Amateur Radio ‘Call Sign’ for one minute on, then for one minute off, continuing 

until either the Fox is located by the hunters, or the agreed upon allowed time has expired.   

 

The ‘hunters’ begin the hunt by setting up their mobile equipment at their vehicles, taking initial bearing readings on the signal.  The 

photo on the right shows two members of MCRC preparing their equipment to take that initial axis reading.  Once an initial direction 

toward what appears to be the Fox’s location is set, the hunters climb into their vehicles, and the ‘hunt’ is on!   

 

Conditions for the hunt are often complicated by radio wave reflections from nearby structures (both for the hunters and at the Fox’s 

hidden location) which can send the hunters off in ‘interesting’ directions.  But, the general behavior of radio ‘plane waves’ of 

increasing signal strength as you approach the source (+ 3dB each time the distance is reduced by half) generally holds true.  

However, intervening geography (hills), structures (buildings), vegetation (trees), etc. tend to give false indications as the hunters 

move from one observation location to another.   

 

Generally, the ‘complications’ introduced into the hunt by local landscape and structures provide enough complications to each hunt 

to make it ‘interesting’ enough and send hunters in enough different directions that all the hunters have a chance to get acquainted 

with parts of the local area they might never have seen or noticed before.   

However, most eventually find the Fox’s ‘hiding hole’ and enjoy conversations with the Fox, and the other hunters, about the 

complications of this particular hunt.   

 

So….what’s it all for?  It could be just for the fun and challenge of the ‘hunt’.  It could be for developing facility at using their radio 

equipment and antennas.  It could be just for the comradely of a morning out with friends.  But, there is a more serious side as well.    

 

Part 97 of the FCC regulations, which gives the Amateur Radio service its basis in law, contains the rules governing the Amateur 

Radio Service.   It lists five “purposes” for the existence of amateur radio.  Number one is providing emergency and public-service 

communications.  As part of that charge includes finding emergency transmitters when planes go down, or boats become disabled, or 

hikers with radio communications equipment become stranded.  Protecting the emergency communications network also includes 

finding problem transmitters when, for example, a transmitter is turned on by accident, without the knowledge of its owner.  If left on, 

it would interfere with local communications.  Amateur Radio operators locate and identify the problem so the owner can take 

remedial action.   

 

Sometimes, problems with electrical, electronic or electrical power equipment cause it to emit radio emissions on frequencies that 

directly interfere with local police, fire or ambulance services.  Again, Amateur Radio is often called into service to help locate the 

source of the problem.  As part of its charter as a not-for-profit, public service organization, Motor City Radio Club maintains its 

equipment and its operator’s skill set to fulfill one part of its duty to the first element of the FCC Part 97 ‘Charter’, “…providing 

emergency and public-service communications.”.   

 

Editor's Note: Everyone welcome to send articles to the Spark Gap. Contact info on the bottom of page 9 of this month's issue. 

 

  

 



P a g e  | 9 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

MCRC Officers 

President 

Don K8THU 

president@w8mrm.net 

 

Vice President 

Rick KE8BPZ 

vicepresident@w8mrm.net 

 

Secretary/Admin 

Denise Keeler KC8HDX  

secretary@w8mrm.net 

 

Treasurer 

Dale Poblenz WA8FRD 

treasurer@w8mrm.net 

 

Custodian 

John Roberts N8KAM 

 

Trustee(s) 

Jim Baksa KD8HFX for W8MRM 

John Roberts N8KAM for W8GTZ 

 

Parliamentarian 

Bill Loeber NU3D 

nu3d@arrl.net   

 

Committee Chairs 

 

V.E. Liaison 

‘Woody’ Kirkman N8MWQ 

N8MWQ@arrl.net 

 

Net Manager 

John Roberts N8KAM 

netcontrol@w8mrm.net 

 

Education 

Bob Lawrence K8HV 

rbtlaw@att.net 

 

QSL Manager 

Jim Baksa KD8HFX 

k8sak@arrl.net 

 

Webmaster 

Jim Baksa KD8HFX 

webmaster@w8mrm.net 

 

Associate Webmaster 

‘Woody’ Kirkman N8MWQ 

N8MWQ@arrl.net 

 

Spark Gap Editor 

Mike Antio W8MRA 

w8mra1@gmail.com 

 

 

 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support the Motor City 

Radio Club every time you shop, at no cost to you. And Amazon Smile works 

with Prime just the same as it does on regular Amazon. When you shop at 

smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and 

convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that 

Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to the Motor City Radio 

Club 

On your first visit to AmazonSmile smile.amazon.com, you can select the 

MCRC to receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin 

shopping. Amazon will remember your selection, and then every eligible 

purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation to the club. 

The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from 

your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to the Motor City Radio Club. The club is 

happy to report that we have already had money donated to the club due to 

purchases made on Amazon. 

 

Tuesday Nights CW Code Practice 
Every Tuesday, Bob K8HV transmits CW (Morse Code) practice 

sessions fifteen minutes before the Motor City Radio Club 2-Meter 

Information net on the Wyandotte Repeater 

Anyone interested in learning CW is welcome to tune in.  

Here's a couple of links provided by Kimball N8FNC.  Articles that 

many have found helpful in learning code. Enjoy: 

 

http://www.kl7kc.com/FistsCodeCourse/withtheflow.pdf 

 

http://www.kl7kc.com/FistsCodeCourse/instant.pdf 

 

If anyone is interested, the Utica-Shelby Emergency 

Communications Association  has a slow code net each Monday on 

the USECA Repeater. 147.180 with a 100 Hz pl tone. 

 

 

mailto:president@w8mrm.net
mailto:vicepresident@w8mrm.net
mailto:secretary@w8mrm.net
mailto:treasurer@w8mrm.net
mailto:nu3d@arrl.net
mailto:netcontrol@w8mrm.net
mailto:k.williams@ieee.org
mailto:k8sak@arrl.net
mailto:webmaster@w8mrm.net
file:///C:/Users/Peggy/Documents/Mike's%20stuff/The%20Spark%20Gap/2019/June%202019/w8mra1@gmail.com
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ge_uaas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ge_uaas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ge_uaas_lsmi_smi
http://www.kl7kc.com/FistsCodeCourse/withtheflow.pdf
http://www.kl7kc.com/FistsCodeCourse/instant.pdf
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Coming Events 
July 12th General Membership Meeting. 1900 hours. Copeland Center. 2306 4th Street Wyandotte 48192. 

 Topic:  QRP 20 meter demo on Health Radio. 

 July 13th Ham Radio Exam from 900-1100 hours. Community Bible Church 3700 Benson St. Trenton, MI. 

 

July 18th Board Meeting at 1930 hours. Leo's Coney Island 19230 Fort in Riverview (corner of Sibley and Fort).
 All are welcome to all board meetings. 
 

July 20th Club Breakfast at 0900 hours. Leo's Coney Island 19230 Fort in Riverview (corner of Sibley and Fort). 

 

July 20th Fox Hunt #3 at 1030 hours. Leave from Leo's Coney Island parking lot after club breakfast. 

 

August 10th Club Picnic and August General Membership meeting.  1300 Hours.  Elizabeth Park Saturday 

 Look for the antennas. 

 

 

 


